
	

	



978-1-925624-33-5                           Comparative Study of Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story: Work eBook 2 

	
	

Comparative	Study	of	Romeo	
and	Juliet	and	West	Side	Story:		

a	student	workbook	

	
Shelley	McNamara	

www.qwiller.com.au	
	

	

	

	

	

	



978-1-925624-33-5                           Comparative Study of Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story: Work eBook 3 

First	published	2014	by	QWILLER		

Updated	2017	

Visit	our	website	at	www.qwiller.com.au 

	

Copyright	©	Shelley	McNamara	2017	

All	rights	reserved.	

No	part	of	this	publication	may	be	reproduced,	stored	in	a	retrieval	system,	or	transmitted	in	any	form	or	by	any	
means,	electronic,	mechanical,	photocopying,	recording	or	otherwise,	without	the	prior	written	permission	of	the	
copyright	owner,	except	under	conditions	described	in	the	Copyright	Act	1968	of	Australia	(the	Act)	and	subsequent	
amendments	and	conditions	described	in	the	Terms	of	Use	on	www.qwiller.com.au.	All	enquiries	are	to	be	made	to	
the	publisher	at	the	web	address	above.	

A	licence	must	be	obtained	and	a	remuneration	notice	must	be	given	to	a	Copyright	Agency	Limited	(CAL)	if	
educational	institutions	wish	to	copy	any	part	of	this	work	ebook	for	educational	purposes	under	the	Act.	Then,	a	
maximum	of	10%	of	this	work	ebook	is	allowed	to	be	copied	by	any	educational	institution	for	its	educational	
purposes.		Licence	restrictions	must	be	adhered	to.	For	details	of	the	CAL	licence	contact:	Copyright	Agency	Limited,	
Level	15,	233	Castlereagh	Street,	Sydney,	NSW	2000.	Telephone:	(02)	9394	7600.	Facsimile:	(02)	9394	7601.		

Email:	info@copyright.com.au	

	

Cataloguing	data	

Author:	Shelley	McNamara		

Title:	Comparative	Study	of	Romeo	and	Juliet	and	West	Side	Story:	a	student	work	ebook	

ISBN:	978-1-925624-33-5	

Publisher:	Shelley	McNamara	

Editor:	Shelley	McNamara	

Cover	and	text	design:	Toby	Andrews	at	Lilypad	www.lilypad.com.au	

Cover	images:		

Romeo	and	Juliet	Brown	by	Ford	Madox	Brown	

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romeo_and_Juliet#mediaviewer/File:Romeo_and_juliet_brown.jpg	

Typeset	in	work	ebook	Antiqua	and	Bookman	Old	Style	

	
	

	

	
	

	



978-1-925624-33-5                           Comparative Study of Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story: Work eBook 4 

Table 	of 	Contents 	
Welcome 5 

Using this work ebook 5 

The tools you could use 5 

Resources 5 

1. The relationships among texts 6 

2. Analysis of Romeo and Juliet 12 

a. ‘Courtly Love’ in the play 12 

b. Shakespeare’s context 18 

c. Plot in the play 24 

d. Characters in the play 29 

e. Setting in the play 33 

f. Themes and ideas in the play 36 

g. Language and writing style in the play 38 

h. Key speech language analysis in the play 43 

3. Analysis of West Side Story 45 

a. Romantic love in the film 45 

b.  Modern day context 49 

c. Plot in the film 53 

d. Characters in the film 57 

e. Setting in the film 61 

f. Themes and ideas in the film 64 

g. Language and style in the film 67 

h. Key scene analysis from the film 72 

4. Interview with the director of the film 75 

5. The relationships between the play and film 79 

 

 

	
	
	
	
	



978-1-925624-33-5                           Comparative Study of Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story: Work eBook 5 

1. 	The	relat ionships 	among	texts 	
In this work ebook you will be exploring the relationships among texts between different 
types of texts from different time periods. The texts you will be studying are the play, 
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare, written between 1591 and 1595, and the film, 
West Side Story, directed by Jerome Robbins and Robert Wise, released in 1961.  

Another simple way of looking at the relationships between texts is to compare particular 
aspects. What do you think it means to compare texts in an academic sense? If you were to 
write an analytical response comparing texts, what would you write about? Jot down your 
ideas below: 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

You may have come up with ideas such as comparing texts means to identify and explore 
the similarities and differences between texts and the connections between texts. When we 
compare texts there are a number of aspects we look at. These include the similarities and 
differences between: 

• the social, historical and cultural context  

• purpose and audience 

• narrative elements such as characters, plot, setting, themes and structure 

• language and style of writing 

• the form or medium, for example, a play or film. 

So why do we compare texts in an academic sense? What do we hope to achieve? Jot down 
your ideas below: 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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There are a number of reasons why we compare texts. You may have come up with some 
of the following: 

• to gain a greater understanding of texts and why they were created 

• to understand how particular texts are influenced by other texts 

• to make connections between texts 

• to understand and appreciate literature and other texts 

• to understand the values and attitudes represented in texts. 

Comparing visual texts 

You are now going to compare examples of front covers from Romeo and Juliet and West 
Side Story.  

Below are a number of links to various versions advertising Romeo and Juliet and West 
Side Story. Study the front covers of the texts and complete the exercise below.  

Romeo and Juliet 

http://www.thefoxisblack.com/2011/12/14/christopher-porter-wins-the-romeo-and-
juliet-re-covered-books-contest/ 

http://www.more.com/entertainment/celebrities-movies-tv-music/love-first-movie-
sight 

West Side Story 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:West_Side_Story_poster.jpg 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:West_Side_001.jpg 

Exercise 1: Comparing visual texts 

1. Before you begin to compare the texts, first understand the text in more 
detail. Choose one front cover from Romeo and Juliet and one front cover from 
West Side Story. Fill in the graphic organisers for each text with information 
about the text. You may need to infer information.  
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Text:  _____________________________________________ 
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Text:  _____________________________________________ 
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2. Now that you know the front covers in more detail, make comparisons, by 
identifying the similarities and differences between the front covers. Fill in the 
graphic organiser below.  
	

	

	

	

	

	


