Exploring Ethical Issues
in John Marsden’s
Tomorrow When

the War Began

Unit of Work

(NSW English Stage 4 Syllabus
for the Australian curriculum)

Unit overview and lessons

based on exploring ethical
issues in Tomorrow When
the War Began by John
Marsden and other war texts

o~
= ! ': - ‘ D - -

" _.;’-:'.'.-_;S'H ELLEY MCNAMARA




Exploring Ethical Issues in John

Marsden’s Tomorrow When the War
Began: Unit of Work

Shelley McNamara

www.qwiller.com.au



First published 2014 by
QWILLER
Updated 2017

Visit our website at www.qwiller.com.au

Copyright © Shelley McNamara 2017
All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or

otherwise, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner, except under conditions described in the Copyright Act 1968 of Australia (the Act) and subsequent
amendments and conditions described in the Terms of Use on www.qwiller.com.au. All enquiries are to be made to the publisher at the address above.

A licence must be obtained and a remuneration notice must be given to a Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) if educational institutions wish to copy any part of this unit of work
for educational purposes under the Act. Then, a maximum of 10% of this unit of work is allowed to be copied by any educational institution for its educational purposes. Licence
restrictions must be adhered to. For details of the CAL licence contact: Copyright Agency Limited, Level 15, 233 Castlereagh Street, Sydney, NSW 2000. Telephone: (02) 9394
7600. Facsimile: (02) 9394 7601.

Email: info@copyright.com.au

Cataloguing data

Author: Shelley McNamara

Title: Exploring Ethical Issues in John Marsden’s Tomorrow When the War Began: Unit of Work (NSW English Stage 4 Syllabus for the Australian curriculum)
ISBN: 978-1-925624-52-6

Publisher: Shelley McNamara

Editor: Shelley McNamara

Text design: Wesley Bisuna www.lukehayes.com.au

Typeset in Book: Times New Roman 12/pt / Bookman Old Style 12/pt

Cover images: Toby Andrews www.lilypad.com.au

[SBN: 978-1-925624-52-6 Exploring Ethical Issues in John Marsden’s Tomorrow When the War Began Unit of Work (NSW) 3






ooy | TSNS | et

For students to
assess the
ethical
implications of
ideas explored
in texts about
war.

To compare and contrast war
texts.

To identify and explore ethical
issues in war texts.

To reflect on own process of
writing postmodern creative
texts.

To personally reflect on texts
about war.

1. What are the ethical implications of ideas explored in texts?
2. How do personal ethics compare and contrast with ethical
ideas explored in war texts?

3. What are the similarities and differences in meaning between
various war texts?
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Exploring Ethical Issues in John Marsden’s Tomorrow When the War Began Unit of Work
Links to NSW English Syllabus K-10 for the Australian Curriculum: Stage 4

Objective A: Outcome 1

A student: responds to and composes texts for understanding, interpretation, critical analysis, imaginative expression and

pleasure FLN4-1TA

Sub-strands

Content descriptions

Engage personally with texts

e consider and analyse the ways their own experience affects their responses to texts

Develop and apply contextual
knowledge

e interpret the stated and implied meanings in spoken texts, and use evidence to support or
challenge different perspectives (ACELY1730)

Understand and apply
knowledge of language forms
and features

o identify and evaluate devices that create tone, for example humour, wordplay, innuendo and parody in
poetry, humorous prose, drama or visual texts (ACELT1630)

Respond to and compose texts

e respond to and compose imaginative, informative and persuasive texts for different audiences, purposes
and contexts for understanding, interpretation, critical analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure

¢ identify and discuss main ideas, concepts and points of view in spoken texts to evaluate qualities, for
example the strength of an argument or the lyrical power of a poetic rendition (ACELY1719)

Objective B: Outcome 3

A student: uses and describes language forms, features and structures of texts appropriate to a range of purposes, audiences

and contexts EN4-3B

Engage personally with texts

e engage with the language and structures of texts in meaningful, contextualised and authentic ways
o identify, discuss and reflect on the ideas and information in a range of texts

Develop and apply contextual
knowledge

e recognise and use appropriate metalanguage in discussing a range of language forms, features and
structures

Understand and apply
knowledge of language forms
and features

e interpret and analyse language choices, including sentence patterns, dialogue, imagery and other language
features, in short stories, literary essays and plays (ACELT1767)

Objective C: Outcome 6

A student: identifies and explains connections between and among texts EN4-6C

Sub-strands

Content descriptions

Develop and apply contextual
knowledge

e explain the similarities and differences in meaning and language between texts created for different
purposes or audiences

Understand and apply
knowledge of language forms
and features

e categorise texts by content, composer and genre considering language forms, features and structures of
texts
e understand and explain the ways in which use of detail, perspective and choice of vocabulary connect texts




Respond to and compose texts

Sub-strands

Content descriptions

identify and explain the links between the ideas, information, perspectives and points of view presented in a
range of different texts

identify, compare and describe the connection between texts with similar subject matter, such as a book
and its film adaptation

Engage personally with texts

explore and analyse the ways in which personal experiences and perspectives shape their responses to texts
draw on experience to consider the ways the 'real world' is represented in the imaginary worlds of texts,
including imaginative literature, film, media and multimedia texts

Develop and apply contextual
knowledge

compare and contrast texts that present alternative views of their own world

Respond to and compose texts

respond to and compose sustained texts in an increasingly wide range of forms that reflect their broadening
world and their relationships within it

Objective E: Outcome 9

A student: uses, reflects on and assesses their individual and collaborative skills for learning EN4-9E

Engage personally with texts

articulate and reflect on the pleasures and difficulties, successes and challenges experienced in their
individual and collaborative learning

Understand and apply
knowledge of language forms
and features

develop and use vocabulary for describing, analysing and reflecting on their learning experiences

Respond to and compose texts

discuss and explain the processes of responding and composing, identifying the personal pleasures and
difficulties experienced

NSW Board of Studies, NSW Syllabus for the Australian Curriculum: English K-10 Syllabus, 2012, pp 116-133
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Content descriptions Lesson Outline Suitable for | Resources
homework

Outcome 1 . . . Narrative

consider and analyse | Narrative voice and tone in the novel v

the ways their own Guidance tone in the

experience affects their . . novel

responses to texts 1. Explain, discuss or read notes from the worksheet about worksheet

o narrative voice and tone in the novel.

identify and evaluate .

devices that create tone, 2. Ask students to complete the exercise below: Tomorrow

for example humour, Exercise When the

wordplay, innuendo and War Began

parody in poetry,
humorous prose, drama
or visual texts
(ACELT1630

Outcome 7

explore and analyse the
ways in which personal
experiences and
perspectives shape their
responses to texts

1. Who is narrating or telling the story?

2. What type of language does the narrator use to tell the story?
What does this tell you about the character?

3. What tone of voice of voice does the narrator use? What does
this say about the narrator’s approach to the situation she is
in?

Diversity of Learners
To differentiate the curriculum, implement the alternative approaches
and/or discuss and ask students to complete the exercises below:

Extension
1. Write a personal reflection on the first chapter of Tomorrow
When the War Began. Write about 200 words. Write about your
own ideas, feelings and opinions in response to the opening
chapter. You may, for instance, want to:
e interpret narrative elements such as plot, characters and
setting
e pose questions and make predictions about upcoming events in
the novel
e make connections with your own experiences and people and
places you know
e comment on language features, for example, how the narrator
hooks you in
e any other aspects of the chapter that interested you.
Special educational needs
1. Write dot points in response.




